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The following report ought to have preceded those 
we have already published on the same subject and we 
were under the impression that it had been inserted, 
till by examination we were convinced to the contrary, 


REPORT OF THE ENGINEERS APPOINTED TO SURVEY 
THE ALLEGHENY PORTAGE, 


| embraced a comparatively broad range of country, ex 
‘tending from Frankstown westwardly to Johnstown, 
and fromthe Blue Knob northwardly to the Sugar run 
summit. The object of these surveys, appears to have 
| been to ascertain the practicability of a route for a rail- 
road, leading across the summit of the Allegheny moun- 
tain,at a uniform inclination or declivity,not exceeding’ 
one or one and a half degrees, excessive curvatures and 


T'o the Board of the Canal Commissioners of the State of | deviations from a direct course, having been accounted 


Pennsylvania: 


GenTLemMEN:—In conformity to an act of the Legisla- 
ture of Pennsylvania, dated on the 27th of March, 1830, 
authorising the appointment of engineers for the per- 
formance of certain duties therein specified, the un- 
dersigned having had the honour to be selected by the 
Board of Canal Commissioners, to carry into effect so 
much of said act as relates to the Allegheny Portage, 
and having devoted, so far as it has been practicable, 
their careful attention to the several subjects confided 
to their decision, embrace this early opportunity to re- 
port,in part, the facts developed by their investigations, 
together with a few of the leading conclusions to which 
they have been enabled to arrive. They at the same 
time beg leave to apprize the Board of Canal Commis- 
sioners, that the lateness of the season, at which their 


less objectionable than a vertical rise or depression, 
greater than the limit prescribed. The routes survey- 
ed and designated on this occasion, in addition to nu- 
merous experimental routes, which were abandoned as 
impracticable, amounted to no less than five in number, 
no part of either of which had an inclination exceeding 
one and a half degrees. <A brief description of the 
severai routes alluded to,beginning at the most souther- 
ly, and ending at the most northerly, will here be at- 
tempted; and since they are respectively to be regarded 
'as a link in the great chain of intercommunication, 
| stretching through the state, from Philadelphia to Erie, 
as well as for the purposc of giving a better understand- 
ing of their comparative merits, it will be proper to 
| consider them as connected with the main chain at 
such points as will admit ofa common junction of all 
(the routes. With this view the poin‘s selected are 





field operations were unavoidably commenced, and the | Frankstown and Johnstown, between which the dis- 
inadequacy of the force employed in the execution of | tances by all the routes will be estimated. 


the complicated surveys that have been deemed essen- 
tial to a proper knowledge of the several routes claim- 
ing attention, render it utterly impracticable to present 
at this time afull report, embracing all the topics con- 
nected with the duties in which they have been engaged, 
and for which their services were required. 

The first object to which the attention of the engi- 
neers was directed, was that of ascertaining the locali- 
ties and other circumstances connected with the several 
routes that have been proposed. With this object in 
view, they had recourse to the various documents re- 
lating tothe Allegheny Portage, that have on former 
Occasions been submitted to the Legislature. From 
these itappeared that the first route surveyed with 
a view toa portage road communicating between the 
Juniata and Conemaugh rivers, was that explored 
agreeably to the directions of Canvas White, Esq. in 
1827, leading from a point near the junction of the con- 
stituent branches of the Juniata, and about one and a 
half miles above Frankstown, tothe confluence of the 
N, and 8. Forks of the Little Conemaugh, and thence 
downward to Johnstown. The line run on this occa- 
sion however, is to be regarded merely as experimental, 
and led to no other results, except that of determining 
the elevations of several points, and the distances be- 
tween them; very little attention having been paid ei- 
ther to the adoption of asystem, or to its adaptation to 
the natural surface. With respect to the results above 
mentioned, it should be added, that subsequent surveys 
have sufficiently established their accuracy. The 
bench mark, made at the Bob’s creek summit, in con- 
nexion with this route, has served asa land mark, to 
which all subsequent surveys in this direction have been 
referred, 

The next surveys that were instituted for the same 
object, were made in the year following (1828,) under 
the direction of N. S. Roberts, Esq. These surveys 
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Roule No. 1, by N. S. Roberts, Esq.—¥From Franks- 
| town, by way of M‘Key’s Gap, south side of Blue Knob, 
| Bob’s creek summit, Ben’s creek and Little Conemaugh, 
ito Johnstown,—Distance 514 miles. Height of sum- 
| mit above Frankstown, 1590 feet—above Johnstown, 

1343 feet. 
| Route No2, by N.S. Roberts, Esq.—From Franks- 
| town, by way of Newry, north side of Poplar run, Bob’s 
creek summit, Ben’s creek, and Little Conemaugh, to 
'Johnstown,—Distance 493 miles. Height of summit 


| above Frankstown, 1590 feet—above Johnstown, 1343 


| feet. 
| Route No.3, By N. S. Roberts, Esg.—Erom Franks- 


| town, by way of Hollidaysburgh, south side of turnpike, 
| Sugar run summit, Laurel ran and Little Conemaugh, 
| to Johnstown. Distance 51 miles, Heighth of summit 
| above Frankstown, 1419—above Johnstown, 1166 feet. 
Route No. 4, by N.S. Roberts, Esq.—From Franks- 
town, by way of Hollidaysburgh, Blair’s Gap, north side 


| of turnpike, Sugar run summit, &c. asin route No. 3. 


Distance 503 miles. Heigtt of summit above Franks- 
| town, 1419—above Johnstown 1166. 


Route No.5, by N. S. Roberts, Esq.—From Franks- 
|town, by way of Hollidaysburgh, north side of Sugar 
run, Sugar run summit, &c. to Johnstown, as in route 
No. 3.—Distanee 47 1-6 feet. Height of summit above 
Frankstown 1382—above Johnstown, 1129. 

In 1829, an examination and survey of the Allegheny 
portage, was cxecuted under the direction of Moncure 
Robinson, Fsq. in conformity tu certain principles 
adopted by him, as best adapted to the nature and con- 
dition of the portage, and to the exigencies of the con- 
templated road. Among the leading considerations 
recommended by this gentleman, as governing princi- 
ples in the location of the road, are a reduction of the 
height of the summit, at the expense of a tunnel a mile 


~ 





i 
ce 





322 


long, the construction of inclined planes, horizontally | 


direct, but varying in their inclinations from six to nine 
and in one instance, to about thirty degrees, the adop- 
tion of self acting planes, as a means of conveying loads 
upward and downward, on the east side of the mountain; 
the employment of stationary power, on all of his in- 
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requiring for its passage through the gorge, a tunnel 
1000 feet long; and thence downward along the south 

side of the Conemaugh to Johnstown. 

| “Thisroute embraces eleven inclined planes, viz: six 
on the east and five on the west side of the mountain. 





Sume idea of the character and properties of these 
clined planes, to the exclusion of a power moving with planes, may be derived from the following statements, 


its load, &e. | whichare necessarily incomplete, in consequence of the 

A majority of the board of engineers, who hed as yet | unavoidable absence of the field notes, from which alone 
acquired no personal knowledge of the localities to be | their precise dimensions, &c. can be drawn. The 
traversed by the contemplated road, nor of the nature | planes are numbered from east to west, in the order of 
of the obstacles to be overcome, were desirous of insti- | their occurrence on the route from Frankstewn to 
tuting a course of examinations and surveys, the leading | Johnstown. 


objects of which were to obviate the necessity of con-| Inclined Planes, Inclination. Approximate length. 
structing a tunnel at the summit, till such time as the | No. 1 (east of m’tain) 1° to 1° 15’ 





about 4 mile. 
exigencies of the trade upon the road should require it; | No. 2 " 2° to 2° 30’ “«  3imile. 
to avoid the adoption of inclined planes having inclina- | No. 3 “ 2° 35’ «  } mile. 
tions greater than five degrees, and if possible, to limit | No, 4 os at “© = 1 mile. 
their inclination to three degrees; to provide for a route | _ 4° 35/ “« mile. 
: . . No. 5 ” . 
upon which not only stationary but progressive power | 2° 53’ “+  Imile. 
might operate to advantage, according to circumstances; No. 6 a 4° 56/ so $ mile. 
to effect a definitive location of aroute upon ground > 2° ay “ lamile. 
most favourable for the construction of a road in regard to | No.7 (west of m’tain) 2° 40/ ‘ 1 mile. 
the principles as well asto the cost of construction, &c. | No.8 “ Z° $9’ “ 4-7 mile. 
With these objects in view, and at the instance of a/ No.9 oe 2° 53/ ‘© 4.7 mile. 
majority of the engineers, a party was organized early 


No. 10 * 2° 53’ s¢ 2-5 mile. 
in the month of August last, and placed under the im- | No, 11 - 2° 53’ s* 2-5 mile. 
mediate direction of Lt. Col. Long, who has ever since | In connexion with the inclined planes No. 5 and No. 
devoted his unremitted personal attention to the field | 6, as exhibited in the foregoing table, it will be per- 


operations in which the party have been engaged, from | ceived, that the statements are carried out in duplicates, 
the date of their organization tothe presenttime. The | the reason whereof is, that the most direct route pre- 
operations of the party were performed in the following | sented by the conformation of the hills would not admit 
order, and lead to the results hereinafter exhibited, viz: | of a graduation at an angle less than the larger inclina- 
First, the survey of a crest line leading along the main | tion therein contained; also, that in order to effect a lo- 
summit of the Allegheny mountain from the Sugar run | cation, at an inclination not exceeding three degrees, a 
summit to the Cedar Swamp summit, and embracing a | longer and more circuitous route would be required, as 
distance of about fourteen miles. The results obtained | exhibited in the duplicate connexion, 
by this survey gave for the comparative elevations of | Those parts of the route situated between the inclin- 
the several gapsin the comb or crest of the mountain, ie planes, and exteriorly of them, were located at an 
the following altitudes above the level of the Sugar 


: | inclination, ascending towards the summit of the moun- 
run summit, which last proved to be the lowest depres- | tain, in no case exceeding a rise of thirty feet in the dis- 
sion of the mountain, viz: 


tance of a mile, except on that portion of the route 
Assuming zero as the elevation of the Sugar run sum- | situated between Duncan’s tavern, and the Hollidays- 


mit, its height will be, 0 feet. burgh bridge, about two miles, on which arise of about 
Height of Blair’s Gap summit above Sugar run sum- | 42 feet per mile, was deemed more conducive to econ- 


mit, 49 | omy. 
do. | Adam’s summit above do. 175 3d. The survey of an experimental line or route lead- 
do. Laurel summit above do. 222 |ing through Newry, ascending the valley of North 
do, Big Springsummitabove do. 304 | Poplar run, and its South branch, crossing Bob’s creek 
do. Bob’s creek summit above do. 213 | near its intersection with the road leading from Franks- 
do. Cedar Swamp summit above do, 167 


, | own to Johnstown, crossing the Allegheny mountain 
The comparative altitude of the mountain on other | at a point called the Cedar swamp summit, and descen- 


parts of the crest line, asdeduced from actual observa: | ding to the Conemangh, by the vallies of the Cedar run 
tions, varied from fifty to five hundred feet above the , and south fork of Conemaugh. 

level of the Sugar run summit, 1238 to 1738 feetabove | The uncertainty that existed in reference to the dis- 
Johnstown,or 1418 to 1918 feet above Frankstown. 


; | tance and facilities presented by this route, and the 
2d. The survey and definitive location of a route fora | difficulty of furming a correct opinion as to its relative 


rail-road from Hollidaysburgh to Jolinstown, passing | merits without an actual survey, rendered this part of 
nortliwardly of the turnpike, from a point about | the service obligatory if not essential to a competent 
+ of a mile westward of the former place to a point about | discrimination between the several routes claiming the 
# of a mile westward of the summit of the moun- | attention of the engineers. 

tain, which is crossed by the route at the depression | The same principles that governed in the location of 
called the Bluir’s Gap summit, thence southwardly and | the Blair’s Gap route were applied here, with such mod- 
wesiwardly, along the vallies of the Laurel run, and the | ifications as any change in the aspect or condition of the 
Little Conemaugh, on the south side of the latter, to a | country through which the line passed, seemed to re- 
point a little below Burk’s saw mill, where the route | quire. The leading peculiarities presented by this 
crosses the Little Conemaugh; thence downward on the | route, were a variableness in the grade best adapted to 
north side of that stream, to the gorge of the Horse |the natural surface, ranging from an ascent of ten to 
Shoe Bend, where it crosses the Conemaugh at an ele- | ninety feet per mile, on the first nine miles above 
vation of about 60 feet above the surface of low water, | Frankstown, the necessity of one or more five degree 
requiring a bridge only 500 feet long; thence downward planes in passing thence to the summit of the ridge, 
onthe south side of the Conemaugh to the gorge of the | dividing between Poplar run and Bob’s creek; the oc 
Staple bend, through which it passes in a distance of | currence of numerous ravines, and mountain spurs, re- 
1000 feet, at an elevation of about 80 feet above the | quiring heavy embankments and deep cuttings, east- 


surface of the Conemaugh, and at a depression of about wardly of the main summit, and a declivity of about 40 
250 feet below the crest of the ridge intervening be- | 


feet per mile, on the last four miles situated immediate- 
tween the Conemaugh and the mouth of Deep run, lly above the confluence of the North and South forks 
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of the Conemaugh. From the point last mentioned to | 
Johnstown, a distance of 8} miles, this route is coinci- | 
dent with the route just before described. | 

In addition to the routes above considered, numerous 
other lines were traced and levelled as preliminary to | 
the adoption of the most favourable route, amounting in | 
the aggregate to a distance of nearly 200 miles. 

These several routes together with that surveyed in | 
1829, respectively prolonged so as to embrace the en- | 
tire distance from Frankstown to Jonhstown, will be 
exhibited in continuation ofthe list presented in the 
former part of this essay, and in the following order, 
viz: 

Route No.6, by M. Robinson, Esqg.—From Frankstown, 
by way of Hollidaysburg, south side of turnpike, Blair’s 
Gap summit, along the vallies of Laurel run and Little | 
Conemaugh, crossing the latter six times, to Johnstown, | 
—Distance 40} miles. Height of summit above Franks- 
town, 1279 feet—above Johnstown, 1028 feet. 

Route No. 7, by Lt. Col. Long.—¥rom Frankstown 
by way of Newry, Poplar run, Bob’s creek, Cedar | 
swamp summit, Cedar run, South fork of Conemaugh, 
and Little Conemaugh, to Johnstown, crossing Cone- | 
maugh only twice,— Distance, 59} miles. Heighth of | 
summit above Frankstown, 1514 feet—above Jolins- | 
town, 1257 feet. 

Route No. 8, by Lt. Col. Long.—From Frankstown, | 


Blair’s Gap summit, and downwards in vallies of Laurel 
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ticable. A view of such a map will impart more satis- 
factory information with respect to the geography of 
the country, tle position of the several routes, and their 
relations to the eastern and western divisions of the 
Pennsylvania canal, than volumes of description could 
give without it. 

Drawings, in plan and profile, illustrative of the hori- 
zontal and vertical positions of the located route, and 
of the particular topography in its vicinity, accompa- 
nied by suitable remarks onthe aspect, geology, &c. 
will be prepared and submitted at the earliest practica- 
ble «late. 

An estimate of the cost of grading and bridging, as 
also of any other structures that may be deemed essen- 
tial to a portage road, best calculated to subserve the 
purposes for which such a road is required, will also 








| be submitted, in company witha final decision in refer- 


ence to the manner of crossing the Allegheny moun- 
tain. 

In view of what bas been advanced in this paper, and 
in accordance with impressions derived from personal 
examinations of the country traversed by the several 
routes that have been proposed for the portage road, the 
undersigned feel warranted in awarding their decided 
preference to a route leading upward along the valley 


| of Blair’s Gap run, crossing the Allegheny mountain at 


| the Blair’s Gap summit, and descending to Johnstown, jin 
by way of Hollidaysburgh, north side of turnpike, | 


the vallies of Laurel run and the Little Conemaugh. 
The engineers having been directed by the canal 


run and Conemaugh, crossing the latter twice only, to | Commissioners, in conformity to a resolution of the 
Johnstown, crossing the summit by means of planes, | board, dated March 27, 1830, to ascertain how far it 
limited to inclinations of three degrees, —Distance, 39} | might be eligible to construct a Macadamized turnpike 
miles. Height of summit above Frankstown 1397 feet | across the Allegheny mountain, as a method for trans- 
—above Johnstown, 1137 feet. | portation, have made such surveys as were not only re- 


Route No. 9, by Lt. Col. Long.—From Frankstown, | 
by way of Hollidaysburgh, &c. as in the preceding | 
route No. 8. to Johnstown, arriving at the summit by 
means of two planes of an inclination of less than five 
degree each, the inclination of the other planes, being | 
limited to less than three degrees,—Distance, 384 | 
miles. Height of summit above Frankstown, 1397 feet | 
—above Johnstown, 1157 feet. 

The several routes claiming the attention of the en- 
gineers having been thus considered, their relation to 
a direct line extending from Frankstown to Johnstown, 
deserves particular attention. Such a line traversing | 
the country between the points above mentioned, | 
would have a course bearing S. 74° W. from Franks- | 
town, and an extent of about thirty-one miles. It | 
would cross the crest of the Allegheny mountain near 
the Big Spring summit, or about one and a fourth 
miles northwardly of Bob’s creek summit. Its direc- 
tion thence to Johnstown is nearly parallel to the gen- 
eral course of the Conemaugh from Lilly’s mill to the | 
gorge of the Horse-shoe Bend, and of course to that of | 
the routes Nos. 6, 7, 8 and 9, which pursue the valley | 
of the Conemaugh through that distance. Any route | 
meriting attention from its general proximity to the | 
direct line, and passing through either of the depres- 
sions in the summit noticed in a former part of this pa- 
per, must pass in the vicinity of Hollidaysburgh, ascend | 
the valley of Blair’s Gap run tothe turnpike gate; 
thence pursue its main branch, and a small tributary of 
the latter, to the Laurel or Adams’ summit, and thence 
downward along one of the branches of Bear Rock run 
to Lilly’s mill; and thence by routes Nos. 7, 8 and 9, to 
Johnstown. Anxious enquiries were made witha view 
of ascertaining the practicability ofa route in this direc- 
tion, which were rendered fruitless in consequence of 
the great elevation of those summits. With this ex- 
ception no route was presented maintaining a nearer 
parallelism with the direct line than those passing 
through Blair’s Gap. 

A map of the country embracing the Allegheny port- 
age, and exhibiting the several routes treated of in this 
essay, on a scale of one inch to the mile, is now in pro- 
gress and will be presented to the board assoon as prac- 





quisite for attaining that object, but might also be ap- 
plicable for the construction of a rail-road. 

The undersigned have accordingly no hesitation in 
in giving a decided opinion in favour of the superior ad- 
vantages of a rail-way over a turnpike, however well 
constructed, and whatever known power be applied for 
the propulsion of loaded carriages. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 
S. H. LONG, Top. Eng’r. Bt. Lt. Col. 
JOHN WILSON, Civil Engineer. 
Frs. R. Saunk, Fsq. 
Sec’y. Board of Canal Commissioners. 
Harrisburg, Dec. 18th, 1830. 


Se 
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Having allowed me space, to consider the propriety 
of making a slack water navigation, by a succession of 
dams, in the river,f beg leave to claim your indulgence, 
while, in as plain a manner as in my power, I throw 
out a few suggestions in respect to the location of the 
Canal, It cannot be necessary, I presume, to disclaim 
any intention to exert an unfair influence upon the sub- 


ject; to forestal opinion; or improperly to bias the minds 


of those whose duty it is to designate the location. All 
matters of public concernment, by the nature of our 
republican institutions,and the Constitutional protection 
of the Press, are proper subjects of newspaper discus- 
sion. Facts and sentiments on all sides are elicited; 
opinions compared; arguments deliberately weighed; 
and if the discussion be managed with good temper. 
those who must finally decide, cannot fail to be pleased 
with the most complete development of the subject in 
all its aspects. 

In respect to the great principle which ought to go- 
vern the decision, there can be no difference of senti- 
ment. Public good should be our polar star. Deplo- 
rable indeed would it be, if, in a great work like this, 
the wishes of any man, or the interest of any place, 
should lead the Canal one inch from that location which 
would most benefit the public at Jarge. New villages 
will arise; old towns may run to decay —individuals, 
however influential now must soon be borne away on 
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the stream of time; but the canal, we trust, will endure | 
or ages; the work is for posterity, and it should be | 
established not only with reference to existing, but of | 
future interests. 

I say then, frankly, for one, if the public would be | 
benefitted now and hereafter by its location on the 
west side of the river, there let it be made: If on the | 
east side—on the east side letit be constructed. 

What advantages are represented in favor of the 
Kingston side? The ground is very favourable. 1be- 
lieve the remark is just. The distance is less and it 
will cost less money than on the east side, to reach the 
head of the Wyoming Valley. This position Iam not | 
prepared to controvert. Allow those considerations 
their whole weight; give to them all the force their 
most ardent advocates can fairly desire; and in my 
humble apprehension there are other considerations of 
greater weight in favour of the east side. If expense 
alone were to be regarded, there would be less in ma- 
king no canal at all, 

What is the object ofthe Canal? One leading pur- 
pose was to afford the utmost practicable facilities to 
develope the mineral riches of the country, and to send 
Anthracite coal to market. In Great Britain the coal 
trade is greater than all the other internal trade put to- | 
gether; the output of coal exceeding fen millions of tons | 
a year! Hence all canals that lead through and trom 
coal districts are extremely profitable; stock in many of | 
them being 300—400—600—up to 1800 pound sterling | 
for 100 paid in: Hence to the Schuylkill Navigation | 
stock has risen to 70 per cent. above par. Where } 
then lies the coal to be reached? is the first important | 
question, Above the line of Plymouth and Hanover, | 
separating those townships from Kingston and Wilkes- 
Barre and now accommodated by the Nanticoke dam, I | 
suppose it would not be too much to say, that ninety- | 
eight hundredths of the coal discovered, is on the east 
side of the river, in the townships of Wilkesbarre, Pitts- 
ton, Providence and Blakely. In the lower part of 
Kingston are some valuable mines; I wish there were 
more, but cannot those be well accommodated by a land- 
ing at Toby’s Eddy and some little labor below? | 
Above Forty-fort on the Kingston side, have the mines | 
yet furnished even the inhabitants with coal for fuel? | 
Do not many of the inhabitants in the upper half of 
Kingston get their coal from the Wilkesbarre and Pitts- 
ton mines’ Thisis a matter of easy ascertainment; and | 
when understood, should and doubtless will have much | 
weight, in deciding the question. 

Again, abve the line of Plymouth on the west side of 
the river, in the c .unty of Luzerne, there are the fol- | 
lowing townships containing the number of inhabitants | 
set opposite their names: 

















Kingston 1548 | Exeter 767 | 
Windham 1094 | Easton 599 | 
Northmoreland 785 | Dallas 456 
Lehman 231 | 


Seven townships and 5480 inhabitants. 


On the East side of the River above the Hanover line | 
there are 





Wilkes-Barre 2233 | Pittston 1017 | 
Providence 976 | Blakely 1196 | 
Covington 501 | Tunkhannock 1039 | 
Falls 739 | Braintrim 722 ) 
Abington 1330 | Nicholson 906 | 
Greenfield 1510 


Eleven townships and 11969 inhabitants. 


So that on the west sidethere would be 5480 inhabi- 
tants, while on the east there are 11969, more than two 
to one, and allowing all Exeter to the west. And to 
those who know the soil and motive for settlement it | 
need hardly be said that the disproportion will not | 
probably be lessened by time. | 

A thirdconsideration presents itself: Certainly the | 
canal should not go out of the way for that purpose, | 
but if the county town, the chief seat of public business 
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and private trade can be touched, consistently with the 
general good, all will agree it would be proper. 


Should the canal pass through Wilkes-Barre, a Rail- 


| Road to the mouth of Wright’s creek, on the Lehigh, 


through Sclomon’s Gap, of twelve or fourteen miles 
will connect the communication along the Susquehanna, 
with that ofthe Lehigh leading to Philadelphia, a point 
of the highest consequence in the estimation of all wio 
have duly considered the subject. 

Again—No point is now more clear, than that the 
canal ought to be extended to meet the Chemung and 
Seneca Lake canal: by this route Philadelphia will be 
connected with the populous and rich Genessee coun- 
try, and an opening be made in that quarter for our Aa- 
thracite Coal. No one, itis presumed, who knows the 
ground, wiil contend that the canal should or could go 
up all the way on the west side. The objections are 
obvious, and I should suppose insurmountable. If then 


_ it must pass over to the east side, why not atthe Nanti- 


coke pool, as wellas above, especially as, in passing 
through the Valley, it would accommodate the coal 
trade, while on the west side it would, for that pur- 
pose be comparatively useless? 

A connexion of the great work from the Hudson to 
the Lackawanna, with our canal, must, forthe sake of 
all interests concerned, be speedily effected. If the 
canal goes up this side that may be accomplished; if the 
other, how is it tobe effected? The Lime of Berwick 
—the Iron of lower Pennsylvania, and numerous articles 
of trade between the country below and that on the 
Lackawanna, is a matter too important to be lost sight 
of for a moment. 

On the west side, where are you to look for a feeder, 
and would not the Canal, for some time to come, be 
useless for want of water? 

These are among some of the considerations which 
have weight upon my mind, and I throw them out, thus 
briefly and generally, with the hope that they may be 
fairly weighed, and if theere are counterbalancing rea- 
sons in favour of a different location, that they may be 
stated. X. Y. 





NEW CATHOLIC CHURCH. 


On Friday afternoon, 6th inst., the corner stone of a 
Catholic Church was laid on the east side of Thirteenth 
street, between Market and Chestnut street. 

The cellar had been dug for some days, 99 feet long 
by 60 feet wide ; a rope was extended entirely around 
this, and at an early hour in the afternoon, people ot al 
ages began to assemble. At 4o’clock several thousand 
were in waiting. Shortly after 4, a procession was 
formed from a neighbouring building, in the following 
order—A general pufsuivant ; a number of gentlemen 
who had interested themselves in means for erecting the 
church ; boys of the choir, in the full service dress ; Rev. 
Wm. O’Donnell, Rev. N. O'Donnell, of St. Augustine’s; 
Rev. Mr. Keily, of St. Mary’s ; Rev. Mr. Donohue, of 
St. Joseph’s; Rev. Mr. Carol, of Wilmington, Del.; 
Rev. Mr. Hughes, of St. Joseph’s ; Rev. Dr. Hurley, of 
St. Augustine, all in the full dress of the altar, with 
their heads uncovered ; and the Rt. Rev. Dr. Kendrick, 
assistant Bishop of the Diocese, followed in full robes, 
with the Mitre and Crosier. 

The procession entered the area from Thirteenth St. 
and proceeded to the east end, where a large cross had 
been erected, at the point over which the altar is to be 
placed. There, after a pause, the Bishop commenced 
the service ; after which, the procession moved to the 
south west corner, where, with prayers and imposing 
ceremonies, the corner stone was laid, containing the 
customary deposites. The procession then moved round 
the whole urea, The Bishop made an eloquent and ap 
propriate address, explanatory of the ceremonies which 
had been witnessed. The audience was remarkable for 
number and order. 
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INSPECTION OF TOBACCO, 


Communication from Clement Dorsey, of Maryland, en- 
closing a petition, relative to the establishment of an in- 
spection of tobacco, in the city of Philadelphia. 

To his Excellency, 

Gro. Wott, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. 
Srr—A number of the inhabitants of the peninsula, 
formed by the waters of the Potomac and Chesapeake 

Bay, are solicitous to avail themselves of the markets of 

Philadelphia, for the products of their labour. 
Tobacco is our principal staple. It requires ware- 

houses, peculiarly fitted up with machinery to facilitate 

its inspection; as it can only be sold by inspection, ei- 
ther of the whole hogshead or from samples, authenti- 
cated by a known inspector. Some time during the 
winter, I placed in the hands of Dr. Sutherland a me- 
moir on this question. He informed me, that he gave 
it to one of the Senators from the city of Philadelphia. 
Satisfied of your disposition, to encourage a benefi- 
cial trade, with your great emporium, | feel convinced, 
that you will give such a direction, to the enclosed me- 
morial, as shall attract the attention of your state legis- 
lature, to a subject promising such a reciprocity of ben- 

efits to us and to your state. 
I have the honour to be, with great consideration, 

Your obedient servant, 
CremenT Dorsey. 

March 20, 1830, Port Tobacco, Charles County, Mary- 

land. 


To His Excetcencr, 
The Governor of Pennsylvania. 
The subscribers, inhabiting St. Mary’s county, Mary- 


J. W. Smoot, 
James Johnston, 
William D. Merrick, 
Joseph A. Turner, 
Gustavus Brown, 
Robert Guest, 
Francis Robey, 
John Crismond, 
Jesse C. Cook, 
Minchir Lloyd, 
Vernon H. Dorsey, 


John J. Estep, 

W. P. Compton, 
Thomas A. Burgess, 
Thomas Rogerson, 
Richard Brooke, 

W. T. Lancaster, 
Alexander Middleton, 
Charles F, Dement, 
Josias Hawkins, 

John W. Gardiner, 
James H. A. Middleton, 


B. Burgess, Thomas H. Marshall, 
A. B. Dyson, George D. Parnham, 
Thomas B. Dyer, William H. Penn, 
F. C. Green, James L. Griffin, 


William Hamilton, 
Gustavus A. Adams, 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE. 


In the House of Representatives of this State, on Fri- 
day last, Mr. Brown of Philadelphia, from the commit- 
tee to whom was referred so much of the Governor’s 
Message as relates to the establishment of an inspection 
of tobacco in the city of Philadelphia, made the follow- 
ing report: 

That this subject appears to have been brought to the 
notice of the Executive by a communication from the 
Hon. C. Dorsey, of Maryland, enclosing a petition sign- 
ed by eighty-two citizens of St. Mary’s and Charles 
counties in that state, in which they say, ‘‘they are much 
interested in the growth of tobacco, and wish to seek a 
market in the city of Philadelphia for it.” **To enable 
them to do this, it is indispensable that there should be 
an inspection established there.” If such inspection 
| were established, and an individual selected * well ac- 


Francis Murdock. 





land, beg leave to represent, that <hey are much inter- | quainted with its inspection,” they say “ they are quite 
ested in the growth of tobacco, aad wish to seek a mar- | sure that the intercourse between that district of coun- 


ket in the city of Philadelphia for it. To enable them | try and the city of Philadelphia would be mutually and 
to do so, it is indispensable that there should be an in- | beneficially increased.” 
spection established there. The growth of the Mary- | 


shed tn | ‘To encourage a reciprocal trade with other States has 
land tobacco, is dissimilar to that of any other state. To | 


r ) h | always been the policy of this State. By such means 
produce confidence in the inspection, it would be de- | the welfare of the whole is promoted and the bond of 


sirable that an individual should be selected acquainted | our Union strengthened. No other evidence of this dis- 
with its inspection. We are quite sure, that the inter- | position is wanted than what is furnished by that splen- 
course between this district of country and Philadel- | did channel of intercourse the ‘‘ Chesapeake and Dela- 
phia, would be mutually and beneficially increased by | ware Canal.”? That the benefits derivable from this and 
the adoption of the measure recommended. We there- | other communications between the waters of the Dela- 
fore take the liberty of inviting you to make such a dis- | ware and Chesapeake may be fully enjoyed, Pennsylva- 
position of this communication, as you shall deem prop- | nia will always be ready and anxious to contribute what- 


er. ever may be in her power. With these views of the 
Benjamin J. Head, | subject referred to them, the committee could not but 
Charles Nuthall, have been favourably impressed towards the measures 
F. Fomt, proposed could they find it calculated to meet the ob- 
Richard H. Miles, ject of the petitioners. To come, however, to a correct 
Cornelius Mannin, conclusion on the subject, information was sought for 
Francis Herbert, 


William Woodward, 
George Sleigh, 
Cloysim Bowling, 
John Maddory, 
James Walker, 
Chapman Billingsley, 


We, citizens of Charles county, Maryland, unite in the 
above request. 
H. Brawner, 
P. J. Smith, 
Samuel J. Briscoe, 
Francis Thompson, 
Thomas Perry, 
Edward J. Hamilton, 
R. W. Hanson, 
George Robertson, 
William P. Ford, 
George Brent, 
James L. Corry, 
Thomas Jones, 
George Dent, 


Joseph Dunbar, 
John Dukes, 
Joshua Neale, 
Perry Shanks, 
George Slije, 
Thomas Kebb, 
Charles Massy, 
Cornelius Barber, 
Henry C. Hamersley, 
Thomas Dorsey, 
J.-R. Plater. 


information has been maturely considered, and with all 

deference to the opinion of the petitioners, the committee 

are obliged to differ with them, and think that instead 
| of accomplishing their object, the proposed Inspection 

would rather tend to embarrass their trade and conse- 
| quently diminish it. 

An Inspection on any article is a burthen only justifi- 
able by the advantages it may derive from the certainty 
thus given to its character, The present expense for 
cooperage, &c. on each hogshead of tobacco sold in 
Philadelphia is 63 cents, no regular inspection could be 
established that would not increase it to nearly three 
dollars per hhd. It is agreed by all concerned that a 
partial or imperfect ‘Inspection’ would prove injurious, 
and that the establishment and support of one worthy 
of confidence would require very considerable expend- 
iture, for ware-houses, machinery, and an inspector of 
proper qualifications. The whole amount of Tobacco 

| brought to Philadelphia annually is about 2000 hhds, 
| from Kentucky, 400 from Virginia, and 100 from Mary- 
| land ; about 2000 of this is consumed at home, and 500 


William Hanson, 
Hezekiah Brawner, 
Benjamin H. Jameson, 
Richard Barnes, 
John B. Lawson, 
Richard Gardiner, 
Walter M. Millar, 
John Howard, 
Peregrine T. Wilson, 
Richard M. Rincher, 
Henry A. Neil, 
William Penn, 
George W. Neal, 


and obtained from sources entitled to confidence. This 
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exported. So far as the home consumption is concern- 
ed, all agree, no advantage can be derived from an in- 
spection whatever. Bes 
Nearly all the tobacco imported into Philadelphia is 
inspected before it comes there, and the committee 
know that it is liable to seizure and forfeiture if attempt- 
ed to be taken out of the state of Maryland without hav- 
ing been first inspected there. To imposc a second in- 





4 Quarterly accounts made out and settled at the 
Auditor General’s Office. 
Business for which fees have been received, amounting to 
$1712 984, viz: 
2051 Copies, extracts, and certificates. 
162 Connections and copies of gencral drafts, embra- 
cing 
1573 Surveys. 


\ 


spection would double its burthens, and be contrary to | 1175 Searches. 


the spirit and intent of such estabiishments. 

Considerable quant 
fore shipped to esiin ports, from the Chesapeake, by 
merchants in Philadelphia; but the committee have 
learned that the trade has proved unproductive, and is 
very much diminished. 

The committee have no certain information, that, if it 
should revive, the proposed ‘* Inspection” would draw it 
immediately to Philadelphia. If, however, at any time, 
the merchants of Philadelphia should deem such a meas- 


On the Ist day of April last, the balance of the appro- 


ities of tobacco have been hereto- | priation for clerk hire, for the year ending on that day, 


which remained at the last annual report from this of- 
fice, (by my predecessor) had all been applied. Since 
then there has been expended in compensating clerks, 
up to the Ist day of October last, $1585, leaving a bal- 
ance of $1615 of the permanent annual appropriation 
(by the act of the 16th of April, 1827,) for clerk hire to 
this office for the remainder of this year, ending on the 
[st day of April next, and which it is expected may all 


ure desirable, and the laws of Maryland are so modified | be required by the increase of business in this office, 
as to permit it, the Legislature of this state will, no | within that time. 


doubt be prepared to make all needful regulations in re- 
lation to the same. At present the committee consider 
it inexpedient to grant the prayer of the petitioners, and 
therefore offer the following resolution ; 

Resolved, That the committee be discharged from the 
further consideration of the subject. 

The report was twice read and agreed to. 


SURVEYOR GENERAL’S OFFICE, 


December 1st, 1830. 
In obedience to the directions of the several Acts of 


the Assembly, in that case made and provided, I have 


The contingent expenses since the 1st day of December, 
1829, have been as follow, viz : 
For stationary and printing, 


$142 66 
Messenger’s wages, 132 00 
Postage, 73 164 
Fuel, 19 00 


Sundry repairs, washing and cleaning office, 


_ _and the Board of Property room, 14 71} 
Binding books, 25 90 
Miscellaneous, 2 494 


o_o 


: $409 95: 
Of which the sum of $243 35 has been expended 


the honor to make report to the Legislature of the busi- | since the lst day of April last, leaving a bulance of $206 
ness performed in, and the state of this office, within the 65 cts. of the annual appropriation of $450, for contin- 


last year, and of the manner in which the appropriation | gent expenses to this office, for the remainder of the 
for clerk hire has been applied, and of the contingent 


expenses. including those of the Board of Property. 
Business done for which no fees are received, viz. 


filed. 


| year, ending on the Ist day of April next. 
In reporting the state of this office, as required by the 
provisions of the acts, in pursuance of which this report 


1040 New warrants to survey, entered, numbered, and | is made, while I would remark, that the business gene- 


78 Warrants of acceptance, entered, numbered, and 
filed. 

1390 Tickets directed to the Secretary of the Land Of. 
fice, each of which required a search to be 
made. 

1104 Returns made to the Secretary of the Land Office, 
for patenting, the surveys and warrants en- 
dorsed accordingly, and corresponding entries 
made in the warrant books. 

3624 Searches for warrants and surveys of which cop- 
ies or connections were required. 

3624 Warrants and surveys re-filed, of all of which cop- 
ies or connections were made. 

1446 New surveys received from Deputy Surveyors, 
examined, compared with the warrants, enter- 
ed in the Deputy Surveyors’ lists of returns, 
marked in the warrant books, endorsed with 
the time of acceptance, numbered and filed. 

1897 New surveys from contractors with the Board of 
Property, in pursuance of the provisions of the 
act, entitled ‘*an act explanatory and supple. 
mentary to the act entitled ‘an act directing 
the recovery of the principal and interest due 
the commonwealth from persons holding lands 
by virtue of locations and other office titles, 
issued from or under the proprietary govern- 
ment, and for other purposes,’” passed the 
11th day of April, 1825, have been tabled and 
examined, endorsed with the contractor’s fees 
and time of receiving them, noted in the war- 
rant and application books, numbered and 
filed, and the interfering surveys endorsed, 


with the contractor’s fees, and notes of refer- 
ence to those returns. 
746 Entries made in the fee book. 


| rally has been brought up to this time, and due care and 


attention observed, in the preservation and arrangement 
of the books and’ papers in their proper order, I also 
conceive it my duty to state that there are a consideras 
ble number of ancient papers, which, notwithstanding 
| every possible care to preserve them, still some have 
| become partially and others much worn, and many may 
eventually be so mutilated and defaced through process 


| of time, and long and frequent use in copying, as not to 
be made out. 





To obviate any inconvenience or loss which might 
arise to individuals interested in them, some legislative 
enactment may become necessary. I would therefore 
| respectfully suggest to the legislature the expedieney 
| of a law, to authorize such to be copied (when it may 
| be deemed necessary) in this office, while it yet can be 

done, and those copies to be substituted in the files in 
lieu of the originals—certified copies of which to be 
made legal evidence in courts. Some method might 
then be devised to preserve the originals, when they 
would not be required to be so frequently used, by some 
convenient arrangement or disposition of them, where 
they could be referred to as occasion might require. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 
Jacon SPane er, 
Surveyor General. 














From the Philadelphia Gazette, 
PROCEEDINGS OF COUNCILS, 
Tuorspax Evenine, May 12. 
Select Council.—Mr. Worrall presented petitions for 
repaving Walnut street, from 9th to 11th streets. 
A communication from the City Solicitor with his 
quarterly accounts, were received. 


A communication from the Guardians of the Poor 
was also received. 
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Mr. Kittera as Chairman of the Committee of Ways| Should it be deemed advisable by Councils, fire 


and Means, reported an ordinance, which was laid on 
the table. 

Mr, Kittera as Chairman of the Committee of Con- 
ference, made the following report and resolution. The | 
latter was passed. 

The committee of conference, appointed on the 24th 
of March last, to produce a union of sentiment relative 
to a resolution for fi ting up the Chambers, report:— | 
That they have agreed to the following resolution. 

Resolved by the Select and Common Council, that a 
joint committee of thiee members from each Council 
be appointed, under whose direction the Council Cham- 
bers shall be refitted, in such manuer as they shall 
think proper. 

The Select Council passed the resolution giving 
Peter A.Browne permission to lay down Pipes for Gas, 
with the following amendment: ‘*Provided that the per- 
mission hereby granted may be at any time withdrawn 
and the Pipes be removed, if the Councils should deem 
it proper,” which was agreed to by the Common Coun- | 
cil. 

Mr. Kittera offered the following resolutions, which 
were passed by the Select Council, but in the Common 
Council the second resolution was amended sg0 as to 
read thus: 

Resolved, by the Select and Common Councils that 
the Mayor be, and he hereby is authorized to transfer | 
the three certificates of five percent, city stock belong- 
ing to the Will’s Hospital fund, and now standing inthe 
name of the Mayor, Alderman, &c., to Benjamin W. | 
Richards, Mayor, and Cornelius Stevenson, Treasurer, | 
and their successors in office in trust. 

Resolved by the Select and Common Councils, that | 
the committee on Wili’s legacy be, and they are hereby | 
authorized tu purchase a suitable plot of ground, in 
order to carry into effect the objects contemplated by 
the will of the testator; and that they draw their order 
onthe Mayor for the purchase of the said ground and | 
for such expenses as may be incurred in procuring | 
plans for a building, and the same be charged to the | 
said legacy: Provided, said committee do report to | 
Councils previous to the final purchase of a cite and | 
adoption of any plan or plans that may be laid before | 
them:— 
but the Select Council would not concur in the amend- 
ment. 

The following petition and estimate relative to the 


i 
} 


| 


proof cellars might be erected under the whole, or at 
the extremes, the estimate of which accompanies the 
plan. 

They pray you to direct such alterations of the mar- 
ket as to have the additional number of stalls according 
tothe proposed plan. 


Estimate of the cost of executing a new double Market 
House in Second street. 


240 stalls for butchers and country produce s 
at 75 dollars each, $18,000 90 
120 vegetable stalls included in the above 
cost, 
120 arched cellars at 100 dollars each 12,000 00 


—_—— 


__ $39,000 00 





Total cost, 





Rateable revenue taken from the present rents. 
240 stalls at 30 dollars per annum, $7,200 00 
120 country or vegetable stalls at 20 dollars 











per annum, 2,400 00 

120 cellars for the use of the above at 50 
dollars per annum, 6,000 00 
Annual revenue, $15,600 00 
Present revenue, 4,380 00 





— 


Increased income, $11,220 00 





By the above calculations it will be seen that an 
expenditure of $30,000 will produce more than 33 per 
cent. and double the accommodations of the present 
Market House. 

The above estimate may be depended upon, the Ar- 
chitect hereby offers to contract fur the same and give 
satisfactory security for its execution, Respectfully 
submitted by JOHN HAVILAND. 


Common Council.—Mr. Johnson presented a petition 
from sundry owners and occupiers of preperty on 
Schuylkill, which was referred to the Paving Commit- 
tee. 

Mr. Johnson offered the following resolution, which 


| was adopted. 


Resolved, by the Select and Common Councils, that 
the city commissioners be and they are hereby, direct- 
ed, to cause Walnut street from 9th to llth streets, 


Second street market, were received and referred to | and Currant Alley from Locust street, to Eagle Alley 


the Market Committe. 


To the Select and Common Councils of the city of Phila- 
delphia, 

The Memorial of the Subscribers respectfully repre- | 
sents, 

That the Second street market is altogether inade- 
quate to supply the demands of the South eastern sec- 
tion of the city, and various plans have from time to 
time been proposed, whereby to remedy the inconve:- | 
nience. The purchase of property in the neighbour- | 
hood to erect an additional number of stalls, and rais- | 
ing the present ,market another story are among the | 
projects contemplated. It has now been ascertained | 
that this important object can be effected by a plan | 
that while it suffices the required accommodations, 
adds a very comfortable House to the city. 

The accompanying drawing exhibits a double ave- | 
nue or row of stalls. The space of ground to be oc- | 
cupied by them will extend three feet further than the | 
present on the carriage way, leaving nine feet more | 








to be repaved, and the same be charged to appropria- 
tion No, 1, 
The following communication from the Mayor was 
received. 
Mayor’s Orricr, 
Philadelphia, May, 10th, 1831. g 


The Presidents of the Select and Common Councils. 
Gentlemen, Agreeable to the Ordinance of the 14th 


ult. the City Treasurer and myself have received from 
the Executors of James Wills, deceased, as follows, 


In United States 5 percent. stock, $77,765 60 
In Pennsylvania do. 15,541 69 
In city of Philadelphia do. 5,300 00 
And in cash, 5,816 99 





Making together, estimating stock at par, $104,424 28 


The stocks have been transferred in due form to the 
Mayor and Treasurer, and their successors, in trust. 
There has’ since been received in cash $273,95 and 


than Market street. By this there will be gained one | there are in possession of the Treasurer certificates of 
hundred and twenty additional stalls, the whole cost | 300 dollars of city stock held in the name of the May- 
of which will not exceed eighteen thousand dollars. or, Aldermen and citizens, all of which has accrued 
The building can be constructed so as to give much | from the rents of certain real estate in Fourth above 
more light and ventilation to it than the present, anda | Tammany street, which forms a part of the legacy. 
structure, light and beautiful, take the place of the | Some authority is necessary for the investment of the 
present massy, dark and inconvenient building. cash now on hand, for the re-inyestment of dividends 











as they arise, and for the transfer to the Trustees of 
the items of stock now held in the name of the Mayor, 
Aldermen and citizens. 

The whole sum may be valued at the net sum of 
$111,000. Suitable books have been provided for the 
acceunts of the fund, and trustees are prepared for any 
measures the Councils may adopt for the attainment of 
the important and benevolent object of the testator. 

Very respectfully your obedient serv’t. 
B. W. RICHARDS. 


Mr. Baker, as Chairman of the Committee on Mar- 
kets, made the following report and resolution, which 
were passed. 

“The committee on Markets to whom was referred 
the petition of a number of citizens, requesting a stand 
for carts in Walnut street, report 

That it is the opinion of said committee the request 
of the petitioners should be granted, they therefore of- 
fer the following resolution. 

Resolved, That the City Commissioners be requested 
to make a stand for carts in Walnut street, near Front 
street. 

Mr. Baker, from the Committee on unfinished busi- 
ness, made the following report and ordinance, which 
were laid on the table. a 

The committee to whom was referred the item No. 
2, of unfinished business relative to the expediency of 
changing the name of the streets running north and 
south, and lying west of Broad street, report 

That they are of opinion that the time has arrived 
when the name of the streets lying west of Broad 
street, and running North and South should be chang- 
ed as it will prevent confusion and trouble when that 
part of the city is improved, and as the improvements 
ure now progressing, they offer the following Ordi- 
nance. 

An ordinance changing the names of the Main streets 
running North and South west of Broad street, from 
Schuylkill Front street, to Eighth street, from Schuyl- 
kill, 

That from and after the fourth day of July, eighteen 
hundred and thirty one,—Eighth street from Schuyl- 
kill shall be known by the name of Fourteenth street, 
—Scventh street from Scbhuyl!kill, shallibe known by the 
name of Fifteenth street: —Sixth street from Schuylkill, 
shall be known by the name of Sixteenth street: —Fifth 
street from Schuylkill, shall be known by the name of 
Seventeenth street:—Fourth street from Schuylkill, 
shall be known by the name of Eighteenth street:— 
Third street from Schuylkill, shall be known by the 
name of Nineteenth street:—Second street from Schuy!- 
kill, shall be known by the name of Twentieth street, 
and Front street from Schuylkill, shall be known by 
the name of Schuylkill street. 

Mr. Murray, as Chairman of the Committee to whom 
was referred the petition of the Watchmen, made the 
following report and resolution, which was passed. 

‘The joint committee to whom was referred the peti- 
tion of sundry Watchmen of North and South streets, 
praying for an increase of wages, beg leave to report: 

That baving mutually considered the subject, they 
are unanimously of opinion that any legislation on the 
subject is inexpedient, inasmuch as it is the province of 
the City Commissioners to fix the amount of the com- 
pensation of the Watchmen in the employ of the corpo- 
ration. They therefore recommend the adoption of the 
following resolution: 

Resolved that the committee be discharged from the 
further consideration of the subject. All which is res- 
pectfully submitted. 

Mr. Kneass, as Chairman of the Committ:ce of Ac- 
counts, made a report upon the City Treasui'er’s &c. 
accounts, which were found correct. 

Mr. Johnson offered the following resolution, which 
was passed, and Messrs, Johnson, Wainwrigl\t, Fox, 
and Massey, enue the Committee. 

Vou, VIl. 42 
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Resolved by the Select and Common Councils, That 
two members from each Council be appointed for the 
purpose of purchasing wood for the necessitous poor. 

Mr. Johnson offered the following resolution, which 
was passed, 

Resolved by the Select and Common Councils, That 
the Paving Committee be, and they are hereby request- 
ed to report to Councils on the expediency of McAd- 
amising Chesnut street from Sth to 6th streets, 




















PENNSYLVANIA HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY 
Established in Philadelphia, offers the following premiums 
for Esculent Vegetables and Fruits for 1831-2. 


Ist. For the best cauliflowers, not less than three in 
number, to be produced on or befure the second Mon- 
day in May, 9th, 1831, a premium of $3. 

2d. For the best cauliflower,grownin the open ground 
not less than three in number, to be produced on or be- 
fore the second Monday in July 1831, a premium of $3. 

3d. For the best early potatoes,not less than one peck 
to be produced on or before the last Saturday in May, 
28th, 1831, a premium of $2. 

4th. For the best early cabbage, not less than six 
heads to be produced on or before the last Saturday in 
May, 28th, 1831, a premium of $2. 

Sth. For the best early peas, not less than halfa peck 
in quantity, tobe produced on or before Saturday 7th 
May 1831, a premium of $2. 

6th. For the best early peas grown in Pennsylvania 
not less than a half peck, to be produced on or before 
Saturday 21st May 1831, a premium of $2. 

7th. For the best brocoli, not less than three in num- 
ber to be produced on or before the second Monday in 
November 1831, a premium of $3. 

Sth. For the best Melongena (egg plant, not less 
than three in number, to be produced on or before the 
second Monday in August 1831, a premium of $2. 

9th. For the best artichokes, not less than six in 
number to be produced onor before the second Mon- 
day in June 1831, a premium of $2, 

10th. For the best cardoon (cynara cardunculus, ) not 
less than three stsiks, to be produced on or before the 
second Monday in October 1831, a premium of $2. 

11. For the best celery, not less than six stalks to be 
produced on or before the second Monday in October 
1831, a premium of $2. 

12th. For the best taragon, not less than two fair sized 
bunches to be produced on or before the second Mon- 
day in May 1831, a premium of $2. 

13th. For the best tomato (love apple), not less than 
one dozen, to be produced on or before the last Wed- 
nesday in June 1831, a premium of $2. 

14th. For the best Strawberries, not less than two 
quarts to be produced on or before Saturday, 28th May 
1831, a premium of $3. 

15th. For the best Raspberries, not less than two 
quarts, to be produced on or before the second Monday 
in July 1831, a premium of $3. 

16th. For the best Gooseberries, not less than one 
quart, to be produced during the season in a ripe state 
1831, a premium of $2. 

17. For the best Cherries, not less than two pounds, 
to be produced on or before the last Monday in June 
1831, a premium of $3. 

18th. For the best apricots, not less than two doz- 
en, to be produced, on or before the second Monday in 
July 1831, a premium of $2. 

19th. For the best pears, not less than half a peck, to 
be produced on or before the second Monday in Octo- 
ber 1831, a premium of $3. 

20th. For the best pears, not less than half a peck to 
be produced ina ripe state from December 1851, to the 
second Monday in March 1832, a premium of $5. 

2st. For the best grapes, foreign, not less than four 
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bunches, to be produced onor before the second Mon- 


day in October 1831, a premium of $3. 

22d. For the best native grapes, not less than four 
bunches to be produced on or before the second Mon- 
day in October 1831, a premium of $3. 

23d. For the best plums, not less than two dozen to 
be produced on or before the second Monday in Octo- 
ber 1831, a premium of $2. 

24th. For the best New Zealand spinich (tiragoni 


WASHINGTON COLLEGE—COLUMBIA SCHOOL. 


[Mar 


WASHINGTON COLLEGE. 

Letter from the Rev. David Elliott, President of the Wash- 
ington College. 

| Wasuincoton, Pa. Dec. 13, 1830, 

| Rev. axnp Dear Sin.—I send you by the current 


| mail a copy ofthe Reporter in which you will find the 


| official announcement of the determination of the Board 


a| of Trustees of Washington College to establish ‘‘a pro- 


expensa, ) not less than one peck in quantity, to be pro- | FESSORSHIP OF ENGLISH LITERATURE, with a special view of 
duced on the second Monday in August 1831, a premi- | qualifying young men for taking charge of common 


um of $2. 


schools.’? That this is a desideratum in Pennsylvania, will 


25th, For the best early apples, not less than halfa | not,I think,be doubted. Although there are a few com- 


peck, to be produced on or before the second Monday | 


in August, 1831, a premium of $2. 


petent teachers, and estimable men in our common 
schools, it is notorious that there are multitudes engaged 


26th. For the best fall apples, not less than half a/| inthe business of common-school instruction who are 


peck, to be produced on or befere the second Monday | 


in October 1831, a premium of $2. 

27th. For the best winter apples, not Jess than half a 
peck, to be produced on or after the second Monday in 
January 1832, a premium of $3. 

28th. For the best early peaches, not less thanhalf a 
peck, to be produced on or before the second Monday 
in August 1831, a premium of $2. 

29th. For the best late peaches, not less than halfa 
peck, to be produced onor after the first Monday in 
October 1831, a premium of $3. 

30th. For the intreduction of any new and valuable 
seeds, fruits or plants during the year 1831, a premium 
of from $2 to $10 at the discretion of the Society, 

The object of the Society in offering these premiums, 
is to excitea spirit of emulation among cultivators, to 
improve the varieties of fruits and vegetables, and 
disseminate a knowledge of the art of gardening. There- 
fore all persons, whether members of the society or not, 


are eligible as competitors, and are invited to become 
such. 





totally disqualified both in point of character and at- 
tainments. Such are often employed, because they are 
the best who offer, or can be procured. And in cases 
_where more competent men might be obtained for an 
adequate remuneration, they are underbid by those 
| who rely upon the cheapness of their proposals as their 
| highest recommendation to public favour, 
1 doubt not but you will sgree with me that this state 
of things calls for correction. But it is not easy to see 
| how it can well be corrected, as long as there are not a 
sufficient number of competent teachers. The people 
in mest places, will have teachers; and even though 
some may desire men of character and acquirements, 
they consent to take any kind that offers, rather than 
have none. And as there are not enough of competent 
men, the vacant ground, must, from necessity be filled 
up by such as can be procured. It was in view of this 
state of things, that our Board resolved to establish the 
Professorship to which I have referred. The novelty 
of this measure, will not, Lhope, prove detrimental to 
its claims on public patronage. On the contrary, I feel 





Fruits and Vegetables may be sent to the store of | inclined to believe that enlightened men who know how 
Messrs. D. & C. Landreth, No. 85 Chesnut street, | to estimate a public benefit, will award them the credit 


where the Committee will attend fer examination every 
Wednesday and Saturday morning, from 8 to 9 o’clock. 
It is desirable that each kind of fruit offered for com- 


petition may be as numerous as possible, regard being 


had to produce none but ofa fine quality; for instance, 
the first fruit on the list for premiums is strawberries,the 
the two quarts of which may consist of numerous kinds, 


though a single variety excelling all others offered 
would be successful. 


nied by its name. 

It is also desirable that the vegetables exhibited 
should be accompanied by short observations on the 
mode of cultivation, if peculiar, together with any other 
remarks of utility. 


If of any article for which a premium is offered, no 


specimen be submitted worthy of distinction, the So- 


ciety reserve the power to withhold the premium. 

It is to be clearly understood that any fruits and ve- 
getables brought forward for competition are to be 
the growth of the competitor. 

Further information, if desired, can be had on appli- 
cation toany member of the Council. 

Ata meeting of the Council of the Horticultural So- 
ciety, held on Friday evening, Mr. James Olden, the 
gardener of George Pepper, Esq. exhibited several 
uncommonly large Cauliflowers, and these being the 
first and finest of the season, the premium offered by 
the Society fer this production, was awarded to him by 
the Council. Mr. Pepper, with his accustomed libe- 
rality, distributed them among the members of the so- 
ciety. Thisis the second exhibition from Mr. Pepper’s 
Garden of this delicious vegetable. 


The whole amount of stock for the construction of a 
canal around the western abutment of the Permanent 


Bridge, was subscribed for on Monday morning last be- 
fore 12 o’clock. 


Each kind should be accompa- 


| of originating a collegiate department in Pennsylvania, 
| which, if properly sustained cannot fail to result in ex- 
| tensive advantages to the community. 
| Ourcollege, since its resucitation, has met with as 
large a share of patronage, as its friends could reason- 
\ably have anticipated. We have 42 students in attend- 
-ance. Several others are expected by the middle of 
‘the session; some of whom have already taken boarding. 
| If all come on, from whom we have heard, we shall, be- 
| fore the close of the presnt session, have nearly fifty. 
| With an efficie.t English department for the purpose 
_ of training teachers, we entertain the hope that our col- 
| lege will not be altogether useless in the great work of 
| education, a work so closely connected with the best 
| interests of the country, and of the church. 
| We have had a public meeting in this place on the 
| general subject of education, A petition has been 
| drafted to the Legislature asking a law for the state. It 
| will be accompanied with the outline or plan of a law. 
| Acommittee has been appointed to correspond with 
| the different counties throughout the state and endea- 
your to enlist them on the subject. 
With sentiments of respect and esteem, I remain, 
Dear Sir, your friend and brother, 
{ Philadelphian. } D. ELLIOTT. 


From the Columbia Literary Register. 


ADDRESS OF THE 
CONTROLLERS OF THE LANCASTERIAN 
SCHOOL, 
To the Public. 
The Board of Controllers of the Lancasterian School, 


| having clesed their duties for the past year, beg leave 


to address the patrons thereof and their fellow citizens, 
generally, setting forth a brief history of the Institution, 
the manyer in which the some has been conducted, and 
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the probable advantages to be derived therefrom, pro- 
vided such support and countenance is afforded the 
school, as its merit richly deserve. 


One year has elapsed since you have elected this 
body for the purpose of conducting the schcol; imme- 
diately upon their election they communicated with 
the gentlemen who had the direction of the schools in 
Philadelphia which have been in successful operation 
there for some years past, were informed by them that 
a teacher could be had by us whom they could recom- 
mend, and, who being well acquainted with the Lan- 
casterian System, would answer our purposes; they 
then contracted with the Town Council for the upper 
room of the Halland employed Mr. J. L. Rowand as a 
teacher, the gentleman recommended from Philadel- 
phia. Books-and stationary of every kind being pro- 
vided, the school was commenced with about eighty 
pupils, and has since been going on without intermis- 
sion, the number of pupils varying from 65 to 100. 

The controllers formed themselves into four com- 
mittees of three members each, having the care and 
management of the school each three months in 
their turn, they were to visit the school weekly, 
and attend to the manner of conducting the same, 
the wants of the teacher, the progress of the pupils, 
as well as to the fiscal concerns of the institution 
generally—thus uniting with each other and the teach- 
er in promoting the advantage thereof and in encourag- 
ing and facilitating the advancement of the pupils in 
learning; for the latter purpose premiums have been 
distributed with good results, and the controllers have 
the pleasure to say that every department of the school 
has been conducted so as to give them the greatest 
satisfaction, and the advancement of the pupils has 
been such as to secure their full approbation and ardent 
desire for its continuance and final success, 


The controllers have fixed the price of tuition at $2 
per quarter, including every thing, thus nothing is 
charged for contingencies, no books or stationary fur- 
nished by the pupils, not even toa quill or slate pen- 
cil, and thus while we have been heretofore in the habit 
of paying from twotothree dollars per quarter, and 
buying books, paper, pens, ink, fuel and other contin- 
gencies amounting perhaps to 50 cents or $1 per quar- 
ter more, we have in this institution but $2 per quarter 
to pay, and neither books, stationary or contingencies 
of any kind to provide, and, as to the progress of the 
children in learning, the controllers have only to say, 
that to them, who have been in the weekly habit of 
observing their progress, it has been perfectly satisfac- 
tory, and also has secured their anxious desire for its 
continuance and warmest wishes for its final success. 


The board are about entering into engagements for 
another season, and now beg leave tocall upon parents 
and others who have youth under their care te educate, 
for their patronage, and feel no hesitation in recom- 
mending this institution as being, all things considered, 
the cheapest and best pian of effecting that object with- 
in reach of the citizens. We have no wish to injure 
others or to make invidious comparisons, yet we would 
merely ask those who are doubtful of the truth of our 
remarks to sit down and make the calculation for them- 
selves, and then try the school, and we feel warranted 
to say that under the direction of Mr. J. L. Rowand 
they will find this the cheapest and best elementary 
school, that has been in Columbia for a series of years; 
and they consider it to be the duty ofall who feel an 
interest in the welfare of the place generally and are 
convinced of the importance of a proper system of ed- 
ucation constructed upon a cheap plan, and furnishing 
the greatest facility for acquiring knowledge, to come 
eut and aid this Kstitution, and thereby prevent the 
object from being defeated froma want of proper en- 
couragement, 

WM. WRIGHT, President. 

Wx. Dick, Secr’y, 


APPRENTICES’ LIBRARY COMPANY. 


To the Apprentices’ Library Company of Philadelphia, 


The Board of Managers in conformity with the charter, 
present the following 
REPORT : 

That during the past year 1,300 volumes have been 
placed on the shelves ; of these, 1,110 were purchased, 
and 190 were the gifts of different individuals. The 
aggregate number of volumes now belonging to the in- 
stitution is about 6,500, ef which 352 were rebound in 
the course of the year. 

Since the last Annual Report, eighty-seven new mem- 
bers have been added to the company. 

‘The average number of applicants fur books is 768, 
among whom are comprised boys of all ages between 
seven andtwenty-one. Their gencral deportment at- 
tests the prevalence of a spirit superior to that of others, 
whose indifference to improvement renders them insen- 
sible to the advantages of occasional reading. One boy 
only, during the year, has been excluded trom the use 
of the Library for improper behaviour. A commenda- 
ble judgment is generally displayed by applicants in 
the selection of books, and this, joined to the regularity 
with which successive volumes are returned, shows that 
they are usefully appropriated, and are conferring per- 
manent benefits, 

The Library has been regularly open and attended, 
except during the latter part of sammer and the begin- 
ning of autumn, when the distribution of books was sus- 
pended for the purpose of their adjustment and classi- 
fication, and the preparation of a new catalogue. This 
duty being performed, the operations of the institution 
were resumed, and have since been continued. 

The managers avail themselves of this opportunity to 


| mention the intention they have formed of keeping the 


Library open during four nights in the week instead of 
two, which is the present arrangement,—As their con- 
viction is strong, that more frequent opportunities of 
access will prove decidedly beneficial, it is deferred on- 
ly from the necessity of introducing other concurrent 
alterations. 

Cramped as it is from the want of funds, and contend- 
ing with other discouragements, the managers may nev- 
ertheless congratulate the company upon the benefits 
which their institution every year is silently cenferring. 
The moral and intellectual blessings of its agency are 
not restricted to the forsaken and friendless apprentice, 
but embracing a wide sphere, its treasures are freely 
offered to young men of various conditions and diverse 
pursuits. The influence, we have reason to believe, it 
has exerted in forming the characters of many who are 
destitute of friendly or parental tutelage, by awakening 
latent energies of the mind and bringing into exercise 
virtues which would have lain dormant in the heart, 
while it is a full reward for the labours of the managers, 
should be a sufficient passport to favour with the pub- 
lic. Even public seminaries, highly valuable as they 
are in imparting the elementary branehes of usefui learn- 
ing, would be comparatively inoperative without aid 
furnished to a more complete development of mental and 
moral accomplishments. In a school the seeds of virtue 
and knowledge may be sown, but without further cul- 
tivation and ulterior care, they may be choked and 
overrun by the weeds of vice and ignorance. Some- 
thing must counteract the blighting effects of loose and 
dissolute company at a dangerous period of life ; and in 
the absence of a conscientious guardian, what so likely 
as the friendly teachings of a judicious library’ To 
whose admonition can the young and unprotected ad- 
venturer listen with less distrust of the motive which 
induced it, than to those excellent works which man- 
kind unite in regarding as the ricb legacies of wisdom 
and virtue ? 

The Apprentices’ Library, in presenting to the young 
the attraction of its volumes, is far from complying with 
the cravings of a depraved and immoral taste. Books 
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ANTHRACITE COAL. 





of an injurious tendency are excluded from its shelves. | superintendence of Mr.Cadwalader Evans, and is the firs 
Argumentative treatises, histories, biographies, travels, | of the kind ever manufactured in Dauphin county, and 


personal and historical anecdotes, performances of taste, 
unexceptionable poetry, and works of science, in all 
their endless varieties, enter into the composition, be- 
cause they are comprehended within the design of the 
Library. In a word, the volumes have all been select- 
ed with one of two views, either to inform the under- 
standing, or to benefit the heart. 

Though the Library has been conducted upon these 
principles, and attended with these results, the mana- 
gers have to regret that it has not met with greater re- 
gard from the puhlic, and especially from those classes 
of society to which it might reasonably look for assist- 
ance, Many of our respectable mechanics are not in- 
cluded in its list of members, and the opulent have not 
contributed much to its support or enlargement. We 
take pleasure in exempting from this remark such names 
as John Grandom, and William M’Kenzie, and his lib- 
eral executors, who have conferred a lasting good upon 
the institution, and erected an enduring monument to 
their own benevolence, as well as several public spirit- 
ed persons who have made donations of excellent books 
from their private collections. The hope however is 
entertained, that in proportion as time shall more fully 
unfold the usefulness of the Library, limited in the 
number of its booxs, and circumscribed in operation as 
it is, a more lively interest in its concerns will be awa- 
kened, and a noble generosity will be called into action. 
By order of the board, 

Partie Garnett, Chairman. 
SamvEt Mason, Jr. Secretary. 


Philadelphia, 2d Mo. 17, 1831. 





ANTHRACITE COAL, 


The general impression is, that anthracite coal is not 
suitable for steam purposes. Not long since we saw a 
newspaper notice, that an expeiment had been made 
by using it on board of a steamboat between New York 
and Providence, and the success was mentioned as a 
new thing. New it is a fact, that anthracite coal is 
much better than any kind of fuel for the generation of 
steam. It lasts longer, and makes a much steadier fire, 
and wants no stirring. If there are any who have fail- 
ed in the use of anthracite in generating steam, it is 
because they have used the poker. Anthracite coal 
does not coke together like the bituminous, and conse- 
quently wants no stirring. No better means can be 
used to extinguish an anthracite fire than stirring it. 
We have been particular in noticing this, because peo- 
ple are so apt to stir a coal fire. 

The first use of anthracite coal, as we learn, ever 
made in generating steam, was in Lebanon county— 
the engine is used to raise water into pipes. The first 
use of it for manufacturing purposes was by John S. 
Wiestling of this borough. He commenced using it 
two or three years ago, and has used no other at his 
works since. It is also now used exclusively in the 
steam mill of Mr. Kepner, and in the mill of Mr. Le- 
baron, 


THE HARRISBURG STEAM MILL. 


We have paid a visit to this elegant and useful estab- 
lishment, lately erected by Mr. Kepner. Not being famil- 
iar with mill machinery, we shall not attempt a descrip- 
tion of the several parts. The force is calculated at 24 
horse power. it drives four runs of stones, and has 
power for another. Two are used for merchant work 
—one for chopping and grinding plaister, and one for 
cleaning grain. It is supplied with all the advantages 
of Evans’ elevators, and other labor-saving improve- 
ments. It can flour forty barrels per day, and do some 
chopping. The fuel used is altogether anthracite coal, 
of which about one and a half tons are consumed every 
24 hours, when the works are kept going. The en- 
gine was made by the Messrs. Wiestlings, under the 


is pronounced by judges to be very complete in its 
workmanship and operations. It is suid to be peculiar- 
ly simple in its mechanical construction, yet net so 
much so as to detract from its efficacy or beauty. Mr. 
Kepner deserves great credit for lesding the way in 
this branch of improvement in this place. ‘The mill is 
conducted under the firm of “Kepner and Sons.”’. 
There are now three steam engines in operation in 
this borough—Messrs. Weistling’s, Kepner’s, and Le- 
baron’s, and we have heard that a number of others 
are in contemplation. When Messrs. Wiestlings first 
erected their works on the banks of the Susquehanna, 
the enterprize was looked upon as chimerical. ‘The 
experiment has now been made, and succeeded. It has 
been truly said, that he that makes two spires of grass 
grow where but one grew before, is a public benetac- 
tor, and it may be added, that he that strikes out any 
new path of enterprise, and enters a new road to wealth 
thereby giving facilities to industry and prosperity, 1s 
more entitled to our gratitude, than all the fawning po- 
liticians that cringe around the footstool of power. 
Harrisburg Paper. 


—— 








Rail Roads.—-Our country will be covered with them 
ere long; and as to the result, we use the words of a 
cotemporary; ‘*The public will be benefitted whether 
they pay an interest on the investment or not.” 

Here is alist (deficient ’tis true; but enough, one 
would think) of the authorized and projected rail-ways 
within 200 miles of us. 

Beaver Meacow to Easton, 

Allentown to Norristown. 

Norristown to Philadelphia. 

Westchester, to intersect Philad. and Columbia. 

Philadelphia and Columbia, 

Jersey City, to Somerset, N.J. 

Little Schuylkill and Susquehanna. 

Central, from Pottsville to Sunbury. 

Jersey City, to Patterson, N. J. 

Delaware Water Gap, via Roaring Brook to Sus- 
quehanna. 

Patterson, N. J. to the Delaware Water Gap, Pa, 

Camden and Amboy, N. J. 

Delaware and Raritan, N. J. 

&e. &e. Ke. &e. 

We doubt not, ifthe excitement continues, that there 
will be 700 to a 1000 miles of railway in Pennsylvania 
and New Jersey in the space of 5 or 6 years; and we 
shall go whirling about the country in locomotives at a 
rate that;will drive the sober part of the community out of 
its senses, and set speculation, already quite sanguine, 
aghast at thewesults produced by the ingenuity of this 
improving age.—Mauch Chunk Courier. 

Maven Cavunx, Mar 16. 

Lehigh Canal.—This great link in the internal navi- 
gation of our country was yesterday tried with its full 
complement of water and tonnage per boat correspond- 
ing with the size of the locks, &c: 

It is well known that the canal is 45ft bottom, 60ft 
water line and 5ft depth of water, and the locks 22ft 
wide and 100ft long to correspond with the Delaware 
and Chesapeake canal. It was estimated sufficiently 
capacious for carrying boats of 130 tons cargo. 

The two first boats passing down the canal were 
made to coincide with the magnitude of the canal and 
locks; they were 84ft long and 103ft wide, 2 boats of 
this description pass through the Lehigh canal side by 
side, and on arrival at the Delaware canal they are to be 
separated and pass through those locks singly. The 
trial boats were No, 15 and 18, and te cargoes weighed 
together 133 ton 4 cwt. of coal. The crew was of the 
usual number as adapted to 25 ton boats, viz: 2men and 
1 boy, and the animal power applied was two small 


mules; and to prevent all misunderstanding of their mag-_ 
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nitude were weighed; the weight of the two together 
with their harness was 15 ewt. 0 grs. 7lbs. Those 2 
small animals then dw this enormous weight, viz: 133 
tons 4cwt of coal, and the boat estimated to weigh 40 
tons, making a total weight of 173 tons, at the rate of 
14 miles per hour. The entire detention at the locks 
averaged 10 minutes each, and the boats passed through 
them under the management of the crew with great 
ease and safety. 

The works of the Lehigh Company begin to mani- 
fest their proper character. One day this week they 
passed down their single chute and loaded into boats, 
523 tons; and by theirregular report of the said week 
they loaded from the same chute 2483 tons of coal. We 
therefore think Northampton county can now boast 
of an improvement as effective as exists in this or 
any other country, and challenge any practical re- 
sult of any railway to make approximation to this canal 
in point of economy in transportation.—J0. 


THE CANAL. 

From the following extracts, it will be perceived, that 
the Pennsylvania canal is in lively operation on several 
of its sections, and so far have the receipts of tolls sur- 
passed the expectation of government, that it is now be- 
lieved the revenue from thence, and the increased re- 
ceipts of the Land office, will nearly, if not altogether, 
supply the deficiency that was expected in the Trea- 
sury, on the first day of August next, to meet the pay- 
ment of interest on our loans. Ifthis be the case, and 
the canal tolls go on increasing as they have done, we 
fancy internal improvement and. the canal system will 
have more friends in the state, than its enemies have 
lately been willing to allow.—-Pennsylvania Report. 


Canal Tolls.—As an evidence of the increasing busi- 
ness of the canal, we have the satisfaction to state, that 
the tolls received at the Collector’s office in this place, 
since the 7th of April last, the day on which the canal 
was opened this spring, amount to sixteen hundred and 
eighty-nine dollurs, being several hundred dollars more 
than they have ever amounted to in the same length of 
time, in former seasons. 

During the last week there have been 20 arrivals and 
18 departures of canal boats at and from this place.— 
Blairsville Record. 

There have been six arrivals of canal boats this spring, 
at the landings in this place from Philadelphia, carrying, 
on an average, twenty tons each, making a total of 120 
tons, at an average cost of $10 per ton, which would 
amount to $1200, to carry which, required 6 horses, 12 
men, and 6 boys. To carry the same number of tons 
over land, by wagons, it would require 60 wagons, 60 
men, 240 horses; and at a cost of $1 50 per cwt. would 
amount to $3,600, leaving a bulance in favour of canals, 
of $2,400.— Miltonian. 

Four canal boats, (says the Milton States’ Advocate 
of the 5th inst. ) have arrived at this place during the 
week from Philadelphia, with full cargoes of merchan- 
dize to our merchants and those of Muncy and Williams- 
port; and several others are expected before the close 
of the week. 

Extract from a letter dated at Lebanon. May 10. 

“The amount of tolls received on the Union Canal 
during the last week, ending on the evening of the 6th 
inst. was $3198 78. On the descending trade alone 
$2014 00.” 


HarRrisBure, May 9, 
Canal Navigation. The re were fifty-three clearances 
at the collector’s office in this place, during the last 
week. On Saturday, twenty-four boats passed the 
locks. The receipts for the week amount to upwards 
of 600 dollars; which falling off is owing to the reduc- 





ee 


tion lately made in the rates of toll upon the Pennsyl- 
vania canal. 

A breach occurred in the Juniata division of the ca- 
nal, about the Falls, on Friday, which will be repaired 
by this evening. 

Mitton, Pa. May 12, 

Monday.—Atrrived canal Boat ‘Merchants Choice,’’ 
Captain Blair, seven days from Philadelphia, with a full 
cargo of Merchandize. 

It is said that the canal commissionets have ordered 
the Lewisburgh Cross-Cut to be placed under contract 
immediately. 


New Line of Daily Stages. 


A new line ofAccommodation Stages from Mauch Chunk 
to Pottsville, connecting at the former place with the 
Easton and Berwick Stages, through in one day from 
the two last mentioned places, has been established.— 
This route is particularly recommended to travellers. 
It opens another daily line of communication between 
New York and the vast coal regions of Northampton 
and Schuylkill counties. They can now leave New York 
in the morning, lodge in Easton, and the next evening 
at 6 o’clock be in Pottsville, after passing through one 
of the most interesting sections of country ever pre- 
sented to the notice of the tourist. ‘There is not in the 
Union a route of 160 miles which presents greater nat- 
ural attractions, and has more to boast of in so shorta 
time, in the way of artificial improvements, than the one 
above mentioned. 

Passengers leaving the Mauch Chunk Hotel daily, on 
the arrival of the Berwick and Easton Coaches, for 
Pottsville, passing through the Mauch Chunk Mines, 
Tamaqua, Tuscarora, Patterson, Middleport, Belmont, 
and Port Carbon,—distance 30 miles, 19 of which is 
Railway. Leave Pottsville every morning at 6 o’clock 
via. same places, and arrive at Mauch Chunk in time 
for the Berwick and Easton Coaches, 

Mauch Chunk Courier. 
Norristown, (Penn,) May 4th. 

For some time past, the travelling by stages to and 
through this place, has increased almost beyond paral- 
lel. A list of the number of passengers, who have ar- 
rived within the last month, has been handed us by the 
proprietors of the houses at which the respective stages 
stop, and we publish it with pleasure, believing that it 
will be interesting to all our citizens to witness the 
change which a few short years have produced in the 


| aspect of affairs in our borough, and to mark the pro- 


gress she is making in the onward march to prosperity. 

From the Ist to the 30th of April, both days inclusive, 
the number of stage passengers who stopped at Mr. Ro- 
BEKT’s Hotel was 1194—at Mrs. Wenn’s, the number 
was 946—and at Mr. Paxson’s 636—making a total, 
within a single month, of ¢wo thousand seven hundred and 
seventy-six !—Herald. 


NAVIGATION OF LAKE ERIE. 
Eriz, Pa. May 14th, 1831. 


Importance of a direct communication with Philadelphia. 


It has often been remarked in the legislature and in 
the newspapers of this state, when discussing the pro- 
priety of extending the Pennsylvania canal to Erie Har- 
bour, as ‘originally projected, that natural localities, 
habit, and the superior facilities of the New York ca- 
nal, secured the immense trade of the country border- 
ing upon Lake Erie and the upper Lakes, to the city 
of New York; and that the attempt to divert it into any 
other channel would be vain and useless. 

In answer to these objections, we will waive every 
other argument, and rest upon the peculiar character 
of the entrance to the New York canal, as containing 
in itself absolute proof, that a change of markets would 
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immediately take place, were our proposed canal com- 
pleted. 

The breaking up of the ice in the Lake is always 
preceeded by powerful westerly winds. hese winds 
force the vast bodies of ice which have accumulated in 
the whole Lake during the winter, into Buffalo Bay, 
where it is compelled to remain until gradually disolved 
by the heat of the sun, unless sooner forced from the 
shore by strong easterly gales, which are of rare occur- 
rence on this Lake. Thus, Buffalo Harbour, the 
mouth of the great New York canal, is almost always 
barred up with ice, from five to six weeks, after the 
rest of the Lake is in fine navigable condition, 

The first vessel cleared from this port the present 
season for the Islands, on the 20th of March. She might 
have left sooner, as the ice passed down some days be- 
fore. Since thattime, vessels have continued to sail 
between here and Detroit without any interruption 
from the ice. Buffalo Harbour, during all this time has 
not been approachable to within fifteen miles, for the 
reason béfore mentioned, until the 8th inst when a 
steam boat succeeded in forcing her way out. 

Here then we have a period of forty-nine days of good 
navigation to all other ports upon the Lake, except the 
important ports, which form the entrance to the New 
York and Welland canals, that the mercantile commu- 
nity in this extensive region, have been compelled to 
delay their heavy shipments of produce for an eastern 
market; a space of time sufficient for them to have re- 
turned from Philadelphia and quietly settled their sum- 
mer arrangements. 

Nor is thisiall, In effect, the same difficulty attends 
the merchant in visiting New York late in the fall, as 
early in the spring. This is occasioned by the freezing 
up of the canal from three to six weeks before we have 
any appearance of ice in the small streams here, or be- 
fore a canal would freeze between here and Pittsburg. A 
glance at the map will plainly show the cause of this 
difference. 

When it is considered that remittances are principal- 
ly made from the west in produce ; that the winter is the 


season when this is mainly collected ; and the great im- | couthwark do, 


portance it is to the merchant to be early in market, both 
on account of saving interest on his investments, and to 
be prepared as soon as possible for his spring and sum- 


mer business, it cannot be doubted that the difficulties | pa .mers’ 
in getting to New-York, would turn the entire trade of | parmers’ and Mechanics’ Bank, 
these creat tnLaNnpv SEas to Philadelphia, were the rinst | Northern Liberties Bank 


contemPiatED Pennsylvania canal from the Delaware to 
Lake Erie completed. 

We respectfully request our editorial brethren in the 
commonwealth, to republish the above, or present the 
facts it contains, in more intelligible language, to their 
readers, 





* Fellenberg School.—The following is an extract of a 
letter from Anthony Morris, Esq. of Bolton Farm, near 
Bristol, respecting the Fellenberg Institution, lately es- 
tablished there. 

“ The real merits of the system will, I doubt not, sup- 
port it, and make it finally a national system. As far as 
we have tried it here, it has produced a truly astonish- 
ing effect in the increased energy and activity, physic- 
ally and intellectually, which it has imparted to the pu- 
pils of Mr. Ismar. As regards his qualifications, one of 
the most competent judges in a letter to a gentleman of 
Baltimore, thus expresses himself. With respect to 
Mr. Ismar, no doubt is entertained of his being a thor- 
oughly accomplished, vigorous, and efficient teacher, in 
every branch of education which he undertakes. His 
character is unique ; enthusiastic on the subject of the 
system, thoroughly instructed first at Hofwyl; and final- 
ly by a seven years’ course of study at Gottingen. He 
is a first rate Mathematician, and a practical Engineer. 
His talents in the latter capacity, caused him to be 

ressed into the Mexican service—having gone to Mex- 
ico from Hofwy]l to introduce the system of education. 
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He applies all the theories immediately to practice, 
such as transferring the principles of Geometry, as 
taught on the black board, instantly to the survey of the 
gardens, grounds, &c. As to the physical branches of 
education, he labours himself with his scholars, walks 
with them, talks with them, penetrates with a kind of 
intuition, (the result of his education, ) immediately the 
peculiar propensities and talents of each, and applies 
his instruction accordingly. He is a good classical schol- 
ar, and a proficient, practically, in German, French, and 
| Spanish. His English is quite intelligible, and his pro- 
ficiency in this is astonishing, having been but eleven 
months in the United States. He is about thirty years 
of age—his religious tenets those of the reformed Church 
of Geneva. National Gazette. 





CONTROLLERS OF THE PUBLIC SCHOOL. 


The under named gentlemen chosen Controllers of 
the Public Schools for the first school District of Penn- 
sylvania, viz:—Roberts Vaux, William W. Fisher, 
Thomas Dunlap, John Steel, Charles Norris, Joseph 
Warner, George McLeod, Andrew M. Prevost and 
John L. Woolf, assembled at the chamber of the Con- 
trollers on the 22d of February, 1831, and unanimously 
re-elected Roserts Vaux, President of the Board, and 
Thomas M. Pettit, Secretary for the current year, 


On taking the Chair, Mr. Vaux, ina short address to 
his associates, announced his intention of retiring at the 
close of this term from the station to which he had 
been elected President, during fourteen successive 
years, the existence of the present school system. 

Dividends for the last six months, 
Kensington Bank, 
Schuylkill do, 


3 per cent, 
: 33 
Mechanics’ do. 4 


5 
| Commercial do. 34 
Philadelphia do. 24 

Miners’ do. Pottsville, 4 
do. at Bristol, 34 

4 

and extra dividend, 5 


Bank of Chester County, 
Columbia Bridge Company, 250 do. 

Bank of Montgomery County, 34 per cent. 
York Bank, 4 per cent, and of surplus funds 3 per cent. 


| $1 25 per share. 





: Bank of Pittsburgh, 4 per cent. 
Harrisburg Bank, $1 per share. 
| Chesnut-hill and Spring-house Turnpike, 3 per cent. 
York & Gettysburg Turnpike Company, 3 percent. 
Frankford and Bristol, ., do. $3 per share. 
Germantown and Pirkeomin, 2 


Appointments by the Governor. 

Alfred Bitting, of Sumneytown, to be a Justice of the 
Peace, in and for the county of Montgomery. 

John Bredin, of Butler, to be President Judge of 
the new Judicial District, composed of the counties of 
Beaver, Butler and Mercer, 

Peter Schell, to be one of the associate Judges of 
Bedford county, in the place of Judge Martin deceased. 

James R. Scott, Esq. of Bristol, to be notary public, 
in the place of Wm. F. Swift, Esq. resigned. 

In tearing down the building at the N. W. corner of 
Fifih and Chesnut street, a stone was taken from the 
foundation wall, having on it the figures 1701, It bas, 
consequently, been cut 130 years. It is to be made the 
‘* chief corner stone of the building” now being erected. 
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Braver, May, 12. | sylvania Canals, a distance of 232 miles. A Merchant 
Mr. Whippo, and his corps of engineers went to New of this place, who received eight tons of Merchandize 


Castle, on Tuesday the 3d inst. to commence their sur- | by the Boat “Merchants Choice,” assures us that the dif- 
veys and estimates. They will probably reach the | ference of freight was $160 in favor of canal transit, 
Ohio river ina few days, when it will possibly be ascer- compared with what he had formerly paid for transport- 
tained whether they will make a canal or slack-water ing goods by waggons.— Milton Advocate, 
navigation by the falls of Beaver, and if a canal, on | — 
which side of the stream it will be located. | Afifointmenis by the Court of Common Pleas of 
—_ Philudelfihia County. 
Pirrspures, (Penn.) May 4, Dr. Joseph Frick, Dr. Jesse R. Burden, and William 

Improvements.—The progress of improvement in this |G. Alexander, Esq. to be “Commissioners for the 
city, is extensive and rapid. The time has not been, | erection of a new Prison and Debtors’ Apartment with- 
when the demolition of old buildings and the erection | in the city and county of Philadelphia, and for the sale 
of new, have been so general as at present. There are | of the Walnut street county prison,” on behalf of the 
many, very many elegant buildings now going up. We | county of Philadelphia. 
see that in many cases, cast iron pillars. as also sills and 
caps for the windows,are substituted for stone and wood! 
They have a substantial, and at the same time a very 
neat appearance. Weare told that they are less ex- 
pensive than and more durable. —Statesman. 











Sream Boat Atircneny.—-This boat arrived at Frank- 
lin on Thursday last at 3 o’clock P. M. on her first Al- 
legheny trip this spring. The watcr was at a low stage, 
not sufficient to admit of the descent of rafts of boards 
without occasionally rubbing—notwithstanding which 
she came up from Pittsburg to Franklin, with 27 tons of 


freight and about 45 passengers, in 36 hours running. 
Messrs. Carlisle & Birmingham, Commission Merchants | She proceeded from Fianklin on Friday morning for 


of this city, from Philadelphia;in sixteen days. Warren, after having discharged about 16 tons of her 
This is the first arrival by the new line, for forward- | freight, 
ing between this city and Philadelphia; too much com- 
mendation cannot be bestowed on the enterprising pro- 
prietor of this line of boats, he has been the first in al- 
most every thing relating to our canal. Having com- 
pleted the first section, lock and dam, built the first 
boat (the Pioneer, ) made the first trip to this place and 
to Johnstown at the mountain; established the first line 
of boats on the western division; formed the first con- 
nection between this and the eastern division, and 
brought the first cargo of goods clear through by means 
of such connexion—this is the beginning of a new era 
in the carrying business of the state, ‘The present ar- 
rival: (being the first) had toencounter many difficul- 
ties incident to first attempts, But it affordsa pleasing 
earnest that as the business increases and public en- 
couragement will warrant—these inconveniences will 
yield to the exertion and enterprise of those who have 
so laudably and at so much risk and expense, laboured 
to be the Pioneers in converting to usefulness the finished 
parts of our canal; while the state languishes in the pros- 
ecution of her great plan. The state has failed in this re- 
spect to do her duty. The means expended by such 
men as D. Leech in preparing suitable boats for the na- 
vigation of the canal, and in fruitless attempts for 2 or 
3 years, to effect a regularity in trips that would ensure 
public confidence has not been justified by correspond- 
ing efforts on the partofthe state. The state deserves 
reprehension while the enterprise ofindividuals induced 
by the prospect ofa canal ought to be required bya 
liberal patronage from the public, 


The Canal Boat “Pioneer” No.1, of D. Leech’s line, 
laden in part 7927 pounds merchandize consigned to 


** Toe FasnionaBte Tour” to Lake Erie, the falls of 
Niagara, Saratoga Springs, and then any where you 
choose, may be travelled by Pennsylvanians this season 
in a way to gratify every taste. The canal improve- 
ments may be examined by the tourist in a Packet Boat, 
from Middletown or Harrisburg, to Huntingdon on the 
Juniata, and the bold mountain scenery from M’Allis- 
ter’s westward admired at leisure. But if you tire of 
the Packet Boat on the way, you may jump into a Stage 
Coach and be whirled to Huntingdon, and over the Al- 
legheny mountain, Laurel hill, and Chestnut ridge, and 
on to Pittsburg, as quick as you could desire. Should 
you, however, prefer the alternation of quiet progress- 
ion and regular repose, to constant jolling and depriva- 
tion of sleep, you will hold to the Packet Boat while 
you can., This will be to Huntingdon. In your transit 
across the mountains, from Huntingdon to Blairsville, 
there will be a fair day light view of the rugged Alleg- 
henies, and a taste, peradventure a quantum sufficit, of 
staging—the distance from Huntingdon to Blairsville 
being about 70 miles. Another Packet Boat awaits you 
at Blairsville, and you may rest your weary frame while 
you glide upon the canal, or anon find relicf from the 
monotony of the boat by a walk to the various Salt 
Works contiguous to it. Canal navigation terminates at 
Pittsburg, the emporium of the west, or at least the em- 
porium of western Pennsylvania. 

At Pittsburg, where Canal navigation ends, that by 
steam commences. The steam boat Allegheny, it is 
presumed, ascends the Allegheny at regular periods, 
for we are advised that this boat made her first trip, and 
arrived at Franklin, on the 28th of April. ‘‘ The water 
was at a low stage, not sufficient to admit of the descent 
of rafts of boards without occasionally rubbing—not- 
withstanding which she came up from Pittsburg to 
Franklin, with 27 tons freight and about 45 passengers, 
in 36 hours running.”” From Franklin overland to Erie 
is 64 miles. At Erie, steam boats and stage coaches 
are at the choice of the tourist, who, if he has made 
good use of his opportunities, will by this time have for- 
med atolerable correct idea of the Pennsylvania im- 
provements, of the mountain region, of Pittsburg, of 
Western Pennsylvania, and of the Lake country. 




































Meapvittez, May, 12. 
The Weather.—A considerable quantity of snow fell 


on the evening and night ef Sunday last, which was 
succeeded, the night following by a hard frost. Vege- 
tation has consequently received a severe check, and 
we apprehend that fruit which was forward, has in many 
places, received material injury.—Crawford Messenger. 


The weather on the 7th, 8th and 9th, was uncom- 
monly cold for the season. Indeed, we have had little 
warm weather this spring, but have experienced high 
winds, almost continually since the 20th of March, and 
generally from the north, north west, and north east. — 
Within a few days past the season has more the appear- 


ance of November than May. Good fires and warm 
clothes are indispensible. —Jb. 


Lenten Coat Trane, 1831.—There was despatched 


from Mauch Chunk for the week ending on the 13th 
—_ inst. 
The Ink with which this paper is executed was ten 








39 Boats, carrying 2,483 Tons. 
days ago in Philadelphia, and came to hand, two days| 152 Last Report, 8,053 Tons, 
since, by the way of the Schuylkill, Union, and Penn- 

171 Total, 10,536 Tons, 
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Coat Trapr or Tue SenuytKitt.—Despatched from | 
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In the Statesman of 11th instant, is the following 


Pottsville and Port Carbon, the weck ending the 14th | paragraph—applying it, as was probably intended 


itst. 
38 Boats, carrying 
105 Last Report, 








143 Total, 4,647 Tons. 





Water made Fuel. Steam power is destined to new 
modifications, which must shortly give it increased 
power. 
Featherstonaugh, in one of his lectures on Geology, 
in Philadelphia, is highly gratifying, in many respects. 

In England, bituminous coals are used for steam nay- 


igation, because they give out flame, which is essential | 


to the economical production of steam: in this country 
wood has been used. As anthracite coal is composed 
of carbon, with a small portion of the inflammable prin- 
ciple of hydrogen, the last is always feeble and soon ex- 
hausted; hence it had been predicted impossible to ap- 
ply it to the production of steam. 
difficulties of this character, which are so often aug- 
mented by the bungling writings of theorists, are over- 
come by the unsophisticated ingenuity of practical men, 
he instanced the structure of a furnace in this city, at 
the white lead works of Mr. Price Wetherill. This 


furnace is supplied with anthracite coal, which of | 


itself produces an insufficient quantity of hydrogen to 
make aflame. But Mr. Wetherill, who isin the habit 
of surmounting difficulties by simple means, carries a 
little steam from his boiler by a cock, and leads it bya 
small pipe under the grate of his furnace. The steam 
which is vaporized water composed of oxygen and hy- 
drogen, passes into the hot coals of the furnace, is there 


decomposed, and the hydrogen when it reaches the | 
When the cock | 


surface, becomes a powerful flame. 
is stopped, the flame dies away; when it is turned it 
revives. Here we see, as Mr, Featherstonaugh 
obseryed, the cause of an immediate preference 
to be given to anthracite coal for steam navigation, and 
particularly for long voyages, for a vessel can carry 3 
times as much anthracite as she can bituminous coal, 


appeared to render it valueless for this purpose, is «l- 
ways to be borrowed from the fluid in which the ves- 
sel moves. Of what value then will anthracite become, 
when marine steam navigation will be general, as we 
think it reasonably may.—-U. S. Gazette, 





THE REGISTER. 


MAY 21, 1831. 
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In the Harrisburg Chronicle of the 9th instant, we 


\otice the following remarks:— 

‘© A late number of the Inquirer, refers to an article 
n the Bedford Gazette, respecting removals from office 
1'y Governor Wolf, in Somerset county; and then 
wanches off and gives us an extract respecting the 
tate Improvements thus: 

“*Respecting the Administration of the present 
‘ate executive, we find the following conclusive facts, 
1 the recently published Pennsylvania Register: 

“«* The public debt at the commence- 
ment of George Wolf’s administra- 
tion, was, 

*¢* Increase of public debt in one year of 
his administration, 4,372,520 00 

‘* Now it is*most true that such a statement did ap- 

pear in the Pennsylvania Register accompanied with a 

deal of editorial slang whang intended to prejudice 

Governor Wolf, and we are sorry for it, because of the 

general usefulness of the Register—which usefulness 

depends upon its character for impartiality, and keep- 


ing aloof from party politics.” 


$8,140,000 00 











To show how easily | 


| . . . ° 
1.197 Tons, | (through mistake) by the editor of the Chronicle, and 
3,450 Tons, | 45, perhaps, most persons who see the article would 


apply it, to ourselves— 

“The deception and the despotism of the govern- 
ment party in this state is exemplified in the attack the 
editor of the Chronicle,made on the editor of the Penn- 
sylvania Register, in his last paper. Mr. Hazard, pub- 


The following little anecdote, given by Mr. | lishes a correct register of state finances and other 


highly interesting matter which ought to be read by 
every Pennsylvanian. But in the amount of state debt 
and its increase, the editor made an exhibition of facts 
which show that the debt has nearly doubled itself un- 
der the administration of Governor Wolf.” 


We feel it incumbent, as an act of justice to our- 
selves to make the following explanation.—No such 
paragraph ever appeared in the “Register of Pennsylva- 
nia;” but is contained in a work lately published 
in this city by Mr, John Conrad, under the title of 
“The Pennsylvania State Register”—a small volume, 
intended to be continued annually. We regret that 
the publisher has assumed a name so similar to that of 
the present work, as to lead to mistakes such as we 
are now noticing, and calculated to prove prejudicial 
to it. 

One of the articles of our prospectus is, that “On the 
subject of politics, only such facts will be given, as are 
necessary to a complete history of the State—entirely 
avoiding controversy which may be offensive to any 
party.”” Tothis principle we have sacredly adhered, 
and are determined to adhere; we challenge, the pro- 
duction of any passage or paper in any one of the 
seven volumes which have appeared, that has any thing 
like a party character, Individually we do not meddle 


: ras : "5 | with politics at all—our object is to afford to our Regis- 
and the inflammable principle, the absence of whic!) | P J “6! 


ter, free circulation among persons of every political char- 
acter throughout the state, and to present to our readers 
nothing but facts and documents which shall elucidate 
its past and present history. We have never published 
eyen the proceedings of any political meeting, of any 
party, from a sincere desire to avoid the imputation of 
being favourably disposed to one side, more than to 
the gther; and we assure our readers and the public 
that the same course will be pursued hereafter. We 
have therefore to request, that when any matter of a 
political character may appear in any of the Gazettes 
purporting to be extracted from the Pennsylvania Re- 
gister; the public may remember that is not from the 
Register of Pennsylvania, and we hope editors of news- 
papers, when quoting from our work will be particular 
in giving its proper title. 

The editors of the Harrisburg Chronicle and States- 
man, and other editors who have copied the article 
alluded to, will, we have no doubt, do us tie justice to 
endeavour to remove the impressions unfriendly to this 
paper—which the paragraphs we are now noticing are 
calculated to make, 

Printed every SATURDAY MORNING by WILLIAM F. 
GEDDES, No. 9 Library Street. Philadelphia; where, and at 
the PUBLICATION OFFICE, IN FRANKLIN PLACE, second 
door back of the Post Office, (back room) subscriptions will be 
thankfully received. Price FIVE DOLLARS per annum, payable 


annually by subscribers residing in or near the city, where there 
is anagent. Other subscribers pay in advance. 
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